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February 14, 2014 
 
Kitty Rhoades, Secretary 
Wisconsin Department of Health Services 
1 West Wilson Street 
Madison, WI 53703 
 
 
Dear Secretary Rhoades,  
 
I write to express the growing sense of alarm shared by grassroots groups and individuals 
around the state of Wisconsin who have been following the advancing agenda of the 
agricultural industry – namely, how to dispose of their tsunami of sewage.  Human exposure to 
livestock manure has reached an environmental crisis. 
 
Enter the “advanced technology” of aerial spraying systems to discharge the waste for great 
distances across fields – land often adjacent to where rural citizens are living.   
 
In a letter dated October of 2013, Andrew Craig, Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources 
Specialist, addressed community concerns over spray irrigation of liquid manure.   His 
conclusion, “We remain committed to adoption of new technologies for agriculture such as 
manure irrigation systems that…foster growth of the dairy industry in Wisconsin and are 
protective of human health.” 
 
We were gratified to learn that before these sprayers would be approved for limited use or 
throughout the state, DNR would first provide funding for science-based research on this 
industrial equipment and manure pathogen transport and fate. 
 
At the same time, a Manure Workgroup was formed for the purpose of studying current 
scientific data and any new developments revealed by the funded research.  Members intend 
to present their recommendations to DNR in the form of an advisory board.  At the invitation of 
the Workgroup’s facilitator, Mr. Kenneth Genskow, concerned citizens have been submitting 
reports and scientific papers on this subject.  Again and again, the data documents the 
inevitable human exposure to viral and bacterial pathogens identified in manure when aerial 
spraying is implemented.  Sickening odors from hydrogen sulfide, ammonia, and methane are 
undeniably intensified. 
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The important research funded by DNR continues well into 2014.  Likewise, the Manure 
Workgroup has scheduled several upcoming sessions to address this highly controversial 
method of toxic waste disposal.  So it was with disbelief that grassroots groups around the state 
and beyond learned that DNR has issued a WPDES permit to a recently-expanded Concentrated 
Animal Feeding Operation (CAFO) in Kewaunee County.  The permit issued to Ebert Dairy 
Enterprises allows for the operation of aerial spraying of manure directly adjacent to where 
people are living and breathing.  The permit justification given by DNR is based on the 
assumption that spray irrigation testing is somehow linked to the science-based research.   
 
This experimental testing is dated January 2014 through June 2015 and because of the close 
proximity to the testing site would threaten numerous homes, several restaurants, 3 
recreational lakes and parks in the area, a public golf course, and the community’s town hall.  
Further, people residing in the entire city of Algoma are likewise in the wind zone of potential 
danger.  In issuing the permit, DNR admits to the presence of pathogens in manure, “some of 
which have been documented to be harmful to human health (campylobacter, salmonella, 
E.coli).”  
 
DNR’s Response to Permit Comments is intended to ease the public’s fears.  When operating 
the sprayers, every effort will be given to “help prevent or minimize the risk of drift...help 
prevent exposure to harmful pathogens”.  Ms. Rhoades, are you understanding our reaction to 
this permit with privileges?  The whole thing is surreal. 
 
When DNR was asked if this funded research would include data on residents’ new symptoms 
of COPD and asthma, the response was, “The Department does not have the authority to 
require that this information be collected...” 
 
Please imagine the headlines that could likely go national.  “Wisconsin agency testing manure 
sprayers in rural town.  Will document human exposure to deadly pathogens by severity of 
disease epidemics.  Decline of public health and mortality will be weighed against growth of the 
dairy industry and economic prosperity.  Fate of human downers to be determined.”  Surreal, 
Ms. Rhoades. 
 
As Secretary of the Department of Health Services, it is you who has the authority and the 
responsibility to halt this dangerous, non-scientific testing on the people in Kewaunee County.  
Your Department exists for the purpose of protecting and promoting the health and safety of 
the people of Wisconsin.  You are the health professional with advanced education and wealth 
of experience charged with the responsibility to respond to the situation before us.   
 
This is not a Kewaunee County “not-in-my-backyard” issue.  When manure sprayers are 
permitted for one CAFO, we know that their operation around the state will follow.  Subjecting 
people to toxic manure exposure via spraying systems is morally and criminally wrong.  No one 
deserves to be robbed of air that’s safe to breathe – robbed of health that prevents the 
realization of fulfillment and purpose.  A sickened environment compromises all life forms. 
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Our children and grandchildren should not inherit the consequences of short-term gain by 
having to live the long-term failure. 
 
Thank you for responding to this matter of great urgency. 
 
Bob Clarke 
 

 
 
 
Bob Clarke, President 
Sustain Rural Wisconsin Network (SRWN) 
Post Office Box 284 
Gays Mills, WI 54631 
bclarke@friendsofcs.org 
 
 

 
 
 
CC:  Governor Scott Walker 
Secretary Cathy Stepp, DNR 
Secretary Ben Brancel, DATCP 
Deputy Secretary Matt Moroney, DNR 
Andrew Craig, DNR 
Robert Thiboldeaux, DHS 
Preston Cole, Chair WI Natural Resources Board 
Kenneth Genskow, UW-Extension 
Richard Stadelman, WI Towns Association 
Cheryl Burdett, US EPA 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SRWN is a project of Crawford Stewardship Project, a 501©3 non-profit organization 
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Signatures below indicate support of this SRWN letter to Secretary Kitty Rhoades requesting 
an immediate halt to DNR’s non-scientific testing which exposes a rural community to 
dangerous pathogens via spray irrigation of manure. 
 
Kathy Byrne, representing Crawford Stewardship Project 
Elaine Swanson, People Empowered Protect the Land (PEPL) of Rosendale 
Lynn and Nancy Utesch, Kewaunee Cares 
Bill Iwen MD, Kewaunee Cares 
Margaret Pulera MD and Gene Pulera 
Dean Hoegger, Clean Water Action Council 
Jerry Viste, Door County Environmental Council 
Friends of Central Sands 
John Peck, Family Farm Defenders 
Peter Sigmann MD, Door Property Owners, Sturgeon Bay 
Katie Siegner, Wisconsin Environment 
Criste Greening, representing Protect Wood County 
Allison Schmidt, president Environmental Group of Ripon College (EGOR) 
Susan Turner, Socially Responsible Agricultural Project (SRAP) 
Karen Hudson, Co-founder Illinois Citizens for Clean Air & Water 
Danielle Diamond, Socially Responsible Agricultural Project (SRAP) 
Dr. Robert L. Wallace, Ecologist & Professor of Biology, Ripon College 
Patty Lovera, Food & Water Watch 
James Kettler, Lakeshore Natural Resource Partnership  
Danielle & Mat Boerson, Boerson Organic Farm 
The Cornucopia Institute 

 
 


